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Suffolk Record Office, home of the county’s archives,
presents an exhibition about true stories of courage and
rescue at sea. Just a handful of episodes, from the last
two hundred years in north Suffolk, have been selected
to celebrate local endeavour, provide inspiration and
generate local memory. 

Acts of heroism and endurance, demonstrated in the
most treacherous weather or wartime conditions, are
described and illustrated. The extensive documentary,
photographic and press collections held at the Lowestoft
branch of Suffolk Record Office help to explain the
stories behind the pictures and objects on display at
Lowestoft Maritime Museum.

If you would like to know more, a series of notes is
available with this exhibition. These can also be
downloaded from
www.senseofplacesuffolk.co.uk/learning_resources

Suffolk Record Office welcomes additional contributions
on the Sea Heroes theme. For further information
phone Lowestoft Record Office on 01502 405357 or
email lowestoft.ro@libher.suffolkcc.gov.uk

Lowestoft Maritime Museum is situated in Sparrow’s
Nest Park, Whapload Road, 01502 561963.

Edward ‘Ned’ Ellis, Coxswain of the volunteer Lowestoft lifeboat
Carolina Hamilton
Photograph by Henry Jenkins, c.1890. 
(Lowestoft Maritime Museum, 1999/885  
Reproduced with permission of The Jenkins Family)

This exhibition has been funded by Suffolk County Council and
an Awards for All lottery grant obtained by the Friends of Suffolk
Record Office. It has been researched, devised and created by the
staff of Lowestoft Record Office with support from colleagues in
the Bury St Edmunds and Ipswich Record Offices and throughout
Libraries and Heritage.
Suffolk Record Office would like to thank everyone who has
contributed material and research, including members of the Port

of Lowestoft Research Society, Lowestoft Maritime Museum and
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. Special thanks are given
to David Butcher, Mike Chapman, Stanley Earl, John Fox, Peter
Hansford, the Jenkins Family, Stuart Jones, Robert Malster,
Peter Parker, Mrs Joan Plant and Ian Robb. 
All those who have kindly given permission for their photographs
or other material to be reproduced are individually credited in 
the exhibition.
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